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1 Introduction 
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1.1 A new conceptualization of language affiliation 



1.2 Boundary encounters in a landscape of practice 

2. Review of previous research 
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. 

3. Research question 



4. Methodology 

4.1 Participants 

Table 1: Mean Years of High School Japanese Instruction 

Semester

Group 2nd 3rd 4th

Control (n=15) 1 (n=2) 5 (n=11) 1.5 (n=2)

PI (n=20) 3 (n=8) 5 (n=9) 5 (n=3)

4.2 Procedure  

4.2.1 Pre- and Post-tests 

4.2.2 PI/Community-based instruction 
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4.2.3 Analytical methods 



5. Results 

5.1 Pre-/post-test learner questionnaires 

engagement

shared histories of 
learning

relationships
interaction

practices

images of possibilities

images of the world

images of the past 
and the future

images of ourselves

discourses
coordinated enterprises

complexity

compliance

imagination alignment

engagement
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Occasionally Usually

Group Pre-
test

(S.D.) Post-
test

(S.D.) Pre-
test

(S.D.) Post-
test

(S.D.)

Control 
(n=15)

1.33 (1.29) 1.47 (1.46) 6.47 (5.14) 8.13 (4.90)

PI 
(n=20)

1 (0.92) 2.05 (1.50) 4.35 (4.81) 8.25 (6.63)

Group Japanese 
language class

Part-time 
job

Conversations in 
Japanese with 

friends of family

Control (n=15) 9 6 7

PI (n=20) 9 5 8



Uses of Japanese

Group Work Speaking Reading Culture Visit 
Japan

Study 
Abroad

Live in 
Japan

Control 
(n=15)

10 8 1 0 2 1 1

PI 
(n=20)

10 7 4 2 6 1 2
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5.2 Pre-/post-test learner ranking tasks 

Control Group (n=15) PI Group (n=20)

Rank Pre-test Post-test Pre-test Post-test

1 katakana, hiragana, 
kanji (80%) 

school (87%) katakana, hiragana, 
kanji (75%) 

family (75%)

2 friends 
(73%)

katakana, hiragana, 
kanji (80%) 

family (65%) cultural awareness 
(85%)

3 travel (93%) travel (87%) school (75%) speaking (75%) 

4 school (73%) friends (73%) work (55%) school (75%)

5 work (60%) family (60%) history (75%) experience (70%)

6 family (53%) Tokyo (73%) friends (65%) katakana, hiragana, kanji 
(65%)



7 anime (53%) career (53%) travel (65%) study abroad (65%)

8 meet new 
people (73%)

sushi (73%) festivals (55%) job (50%)

9 sushi (40%) manga (47%) meet new people 
(65%)

community (60%)

10 money 
(40%)

anime (75%) money (35%) interesting (55%)

5.3 Pre-/post-test learner mind-maps 
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Control group (n = 224) PI group (n = 356)

5.4 PI-learner journals and focus groups 



Modes of Identification (n=146)

All 3 
modes

Engage
ment & 
Imagin
ation

Engage
ment & 
Alignm
ent

Imagin
ation & 
Alignm
ent

Engage
ment
only

Imagin
ation 
only

Align
ment
only

13 15 27 3 23 62 3
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Coder 1 

Coder 2 Engagement Imagination Alignment Absent Total

Engage
ment

75

(87%)

1 0 2 78

Imagin
ation

2 67

(70.5%)

0 2 71

Alignm
ent

0 3 19

(56%)

4 26

Absent 6 20 8 — 34

Total 83 91 27 8 209

(77%)



5.4.1 Examples of learner language affiliation 
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5.4.2 Learners who felt strengthened connections to their 
Japanese heritage 
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6. Discussion 
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7. Pedagogical Implications 



8. Conclusion 
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